49 


* 
. 


7 a2 A 
eg 


9 7 
* 


r 


TY 


2 b 
. * = 
1 $ 
* 
* » 6 $ 
| 
oh 4 p 
0 * 
. = ; > 2 
1 x * 4 
* 
" . 
IF... : q 
- 
4 $4 4 7 4 
: 1 of . 8 
4 8 
3 : 
b 2 * 1 
74 * . 
s : . 
N > 1 ” * 
6 * - bo 
— . 0 — 1 
— of ” * 
= © # o - aff 
1 
= % + . 
- ” 1 
- , : 
* wt : h 
— A - * 0 
* 7 
„ 
3 is > © > A 
2 - va” q 
Xx 
” „ 7 _ *Y 
* — 4 * 
F 14. 5 ' 1 
I A | | 
— 9 E 1 
„ * 
15 3 
"> .& : j 
» i \ 
4 l 
P_—_ — 2 
1 * 7 
> 2 , - 7 « * 2 
4 2 — „ [ 
— N 1 
4 * . 
Fr * * d 4 7 1 — 7 1 N 
* - = . 
« > bs » by * * 43 
. » 4 & ö 1 1 
4. 75 Wea 9 — 2 od 
. 3 > «6 * 
F * 


TE . e | 


4 *, * 
* — 8 7 
8 a - * * 
. 3 - P34 | 


- * 


fe NR 
8 3 1 
2 
ZN $a; ; 
ho . 
- a 
7 7 
I i. * 
+ n | : " 
8 II | | 
7 * o 1 KIE 4 * 4 = 2 7 7 a , 4 
F IRISH GENTLEMAN, 
<4 . 44 _ n We 4 2 N 0 \ 
E ; 3 1 FPS tu 
+ A MEMBER OF THE WHIG- CLUB. : 


. * N NN 
3 5 „ 0» Ut £1 | 


* , PrinTzy:;rox L. WHITE, No. 86, Dawz-sTREETS 


. 
«4 , * f 
1 AND; . BYRNE, No. 35, Col LROE- GREEN. 
We", > A 2 - . o · · o ·Lͥ(ʒ i. · U · * 2 r * 
Fe „  MyDCC,LXAXXYs © © 4% 
i TE EE. ca 
* * 2 » 5 45 5 . * 
RR «Ns > = e „ 
* e X s 2 


JE 


. 


= 


» - 
* * 


* 
- 


= 


* 
: 
* 
— 
* 
* 


— ns 


14, 1443 
LiBRan) 


- 
. 
1 
A 
1 o 
md — 
% 
KY ah 
* 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
2 Fs 
. * 
. 
* 
1 
1 
* 
f * 
. 
1 % 
«* 
* 
4 
" 
Z 
% 
© ME 
» 


4 — 
* 
2 


* THE 


Rrons Thing bg *. ro Xt: 


* 


— 


. » 


_ SIR, 


J 


Tu E founding a commercial intercourſe be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, upon the baſis of 
mutual advantage, ſeems a meaſure ſo wiſe, and 


ſalutary in itſelf, and ſo promiſing in its conſe- 


quences, as naturally to excite a more than ordi- 


nary ſhare of the public attention. 


The object has long had the warmeſt wiſhes of 
the beſt, and moſt exalted characters of both 


countries, and the moſt fervent prayers of every 
one not inſenſible of their welfare and happineſs ; 


and it is with inexpreſſible pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
they now behold it ripening, and nearly brought 


to a ſtate of maturity, by the foſtering hand. of 
the preſent moſt excellent Miniſter, who, with 


his father's refplendent virtues, moſt happily 


blends the wiſdom of age and experience. 


A Meaſure, Sir, that will at once do away all 
wala jealouſies that have ſo long filled the breaſt 
of Ireland—that muſt for ever attach her to Great 
Britain—and make their intereſt one and the ſame, _ 
cannot but claim a very powerful ſupport from 
the repreſentatives of the people. 


It 


Ti ÞF' 
— It is, therefore, with much "WO the 5 
* . lic hear, that you; and thoſe you are in the habit - 
| of voting with, (including your zew friends) in- 
tend to give it every oppoſition in your power. 
| The 'confiſtency of your conduct, in the line of | 
Politics, gives, at once, the flatteſt contradiction 
to ſo impudent and barefaced a calumny, i 

The following ſheets, however, will effeQually 
put the matter out of doubt, and do 18 ampfe 
juſtice. | 

They are the faithful extracts of various s ſpeeches 
delivered in Parliament by you, and thoſe you have 
the honour to act with, and will be found to con- 
tain the ſtrongeſt recommendations of the very mea- 
ſures, now under diſcuſſion, tor, eſtabliſhing 4 fair 5 
and equal trade between Great Britain and Ireland. 
= Fou will pleaſe, therefore, towaccept of them 
as the beſt, and moſt concluſive refutation of the 
charges brought againſt you, as from them, it is 
impoſſible, conſidering how very unlikely you are 
to be actuated by party views, that the miniſter 
can want your ſupport and affiſtance. 


I have the honor to be, 
8 8 1 


Your moſt devoted humble ſervant, 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Mr. SAWBRIDGE. 


I Am againſt all monopolies of trade, and com- 
mercial interdictions; there is trade enough for 
every nation upon earth, if all impolitic reftriftions 
were repealed. No nation, nor corporate body, nor 
individual, has a right to deprive another of the 
benefit * manufadtures, trade, and commerce. 
March 18, "TOO 


Mr. BURKE. 


It is for the intereſt of Great Britain to throw 
open even the awoollen trade 10 Ireland; and if it is 
not done now voluntarily, the French will ſoon 
oblige us to do it. N | 
4 ay March 18, 1779. 


B Lord 5 


The order of the day was for going into a committee on the 
importation. of ſugars into Ireland, which was leſt on a diviſion, 
62 to 8 
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Lord BEAUCHAMP. 


The language the noble Lord, (Earl of Hilſbo- | 


rough) uſed in the other Houſe of the late miniſ- 
ters, (Lord North, &c.) clearly meant an equality 


of export and import duties, cuſtoms, &c. an equa- . 


liry of trade, and conſequently of mutual advan- 
tage. 5 Nov. 30, 1779. 


Earl of UPPER O SSO RV. 


As an Irimman, and bound to Ireland by the 
ſtrongeſt ties of intereſt and affection, it might be 


fairly, and I will add, be truly preſumed, that I 


entertain the moſt ſincere wiſhes for her happineſs | 
and proſperity ; nay, I will ſay, that as an Eng- 


liſhman, it is my duty to do fo, becauſe I am per- 


ſuaded, that whatever promotes the trade and com- 


merce of Ireland, will ultimately promote that of Great 


- Britain. ; Dec. 6, 1779. 


Lord BEAUCHAMP. 
That Ireland is in a diſtreſſed. ſituation, no man 


within or without this Houſe will, I dare ſay, 
venture to deny; but I can never be perſuaded to 


think, that the miſeries which Ireland feels, and 


under which ſhe at preſent groans, can be fairly 


attributed to the preſent miniſtry, or indeed to any 
_ miniſtry within my remembrance. The grievance 


has 


' 


153 


has not originated, at leaſt ſince the preſent reign, 
with any particular ſet of men in power, nor from 
any recent meaſures adopted in reſpect to. that 
country. The cauſes are various, but the prime 
ſource of the diſtreſſes of that kingdom, is the fy/- 
tem of our trade laws, which lay a reſtraint upon her 
commerce. I am convinced, that theſe reſtrictions 
ariſe from a very narrow, ſhort-ſighted policy, 
| conceived in prejudice, and ſtrengthened by time; 
which, after more than a century, has been 
wrought, as it were, into the very conſtitution of 
this country. 154 
For my own part, I think the im of bat 
18 chice and ue endeavours 0 * | 
ſtruct either, ig uo friend to his country, that is, he | 
is ignorant of the true proſperity of both*. 
Though enjoying a place under the Crown, my 
ſituation is not ſuch, as to entitle me to know 
what paſſes in his Majeſty's council; but I haye 
heard in converſation, that the noble Lord on the 
ſame bench, (Lord North) in concert with the reft 
of his Majeſty's ſervants, have agreed upon pro- 
B or 


* As Me Lord Nerth, Mr. Fox, nor Mr. Burke, can be 
thought ignorant of the true proſperity of both England and 
Ireland, according to Lord Beauchamp, neither of them is a friend 
ts bis country; and they will hardly have the ill manners to con- 
tradict a noble Lord they ſo cordially act with. 


C3 
poſitions, which are to be ſubmitted to this houſe. ' 
I am ignorant of their purport ; but from what T 
heard fall from a noble Lord (Earl of Hilſborough) 
in the other houſe, the firſt day of the ſeſſion; to 
whom, both England, and Ireland, owe the higheſt 
obligations, it is ſuppoſed, that Ireland will be grant- 
ed an equal trade, or an equality of trade, upon the 
broad baſis, of Dey and juſtice. 

Dec. 6, » 1779. 


Mr. BURKE, 


Ireland ſpurns at the Britiſh claim of dominion : 

ſhe looks upon herſelf as free and independent, and is 
firmly determined to maintain it. The American 
war originated in injuſtice, has been conducted 
with cruelty, and is likely to end in infamy, diſ- 
grace, and diſappointment. The loyalty of the 
people of Ireland can no more procure juſtice at 
the hands of miniſters, than the ſtubborn ſpirit of 
America. Ireland, driven to the laſt ſtage of hu- 
man miſery and diſtreſs, is left to her wretched 
fate ; ſhe intreats—ſhe ſupplicates—but in vain. 
Without a pretence of offence on her part, ſhe is 
left to fate, unattended to, and unpitied ! 

Ireland now will not be ſatisfied with any thing 
ſhort of a free irade. The people of Ireland have 
reaſoned fairly and juſtly : the colonies, they 
know, have been offered the moſt that their own 


moſt 


E 
moſt ſanguine expectations could aſpire to, a free 
trade with all the world. America, for her revolt, 
has had a choice of favours held out to her: This 
is the reward of rebellion, Ireland for her loyalty, 
for almoſt a century, and her forbearance under 
accumulated oppreſſion, and internal diſtreſſes, has 
been refuſed the mighty indulgence of importing 
her own ſugars ; at all events, without taking any 
peculiar merit with the Britiſh Government, for 
their loyal, faithful, and peaceable demeanor, they 
thought they were at leaſt entitled to meet the 
_ colonies upon equal terms, and with equal expec- 
tations of favour and relief to thoſe which America 
has ſpurned at with contempt. 

I am induced, from every conſideration, which 
ſtrikes me, to believe, that whatever meaſure will 
ſerve Ireland eſſentially, will, and muſt, in the end, ſerve 
England. N Dec. 6, 1779. 


Mr. FOX. 


It is the general calamities of the empire, that 
has made Ireland poor; but it is the incapacity and 
negligence of government, that has rendered her 
bold and daring. It is therefore incumbent upon 


parliament, to -ſhew their fulleſt diſapprobation of OY 


that indolence and incapacity; and convince 
Ireland, that they are as ready as themſelves to 
_ reſent and puniſh the cruel and - improper treat- 


ment, 


I — 


* 
— — r Le ee 
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ment, which they have received from miniſters. 


| Ireland will ſee by ſuch a conduct, that it is not 
this country, but its miniſters who are blameable, 


which will, in my opinion, prove the ſureſt means 
of once more binding both countries in the ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt indiſſoluble ties of friendſhip and affec- 
tion. Doc. 6, 1779. 


Lord NOR TH. 


Many favours have been granted to Ireland, ſince 


1 have had the honour of a ſeat in his Majeſty's 
' councils, ſuch as the free importation of beef and 
butter rendered perpetual; the encouragement 


given to the Newfoundland cod fiſhery ; and the 
Southern whale fiſhery, by bounties granted by the 
Eritiſh parliament; the giving leave to export 
woollen for clothing the troops on the Iriſh efta- 


bliſhment, ſerving out of that kingdom; the act 


for encouraging the culture of tobacco and hemp, 
by permitting its importation into Great Britain; 
the permiſſion of the export of ſeveral enumerated 
articles io the Britiſh ſugar colonies, and the coaſt 
of Africa, &c. Theſe favours, how ſoever liberal- 
ly given, have not anſwered, nor proved ſuffici- 
ently efficacious in removing the difficulties the 
people of Ireland labour under, from ihe reſtrictions 
laid upon her trade, nor the diſtreſſes that are the con- 
Sequences of thoſe reſtrictions. What parliament may 

; | do, 


I 
EF : | 
do, is not for me to foretell, nor dictate; but I pre- * 
ſume, they will come with the beſt di ſpoſitions 1 
towards their brethren in Ireland, and grant them 9 
every thing which does not apparently claſh with the eſ- 1 
ſential intereſts of this kingdom. Dec. 6, 1779: | 


Mr. WELBORE ELLIS. 


| 

1 
Though a native of Ireland, I riſe as a member 7 
of this houſe, to give my opinion, relative to the 
intereſt of my conſtituents, and am happy to find | 


myſelf in a ſituation, when I can unite a ſtrict diſ- 

charge of my duty with my native feelings. The | 
intereſts of Great Britain and Ireland are reciprocal \ 
and mutual. Dec. 6, 1779. 


Lord GEO. GERMAINE. 

Perſons of great weight and ability in this king- 4; 
dom have been conſulted on the ſubje& of our _ 
differences with Ireland, but their opinions were 
ſo contradictory, that no certain information, or ö 
what would promiſe to give ſatisfaction, could be f 
obtained, ſufficient to ground meaſures upon, and | 
conſequently neither Miniſtry, nor Parliament | [ 
could decide, fill a proper ſpecification was made by | 
the People of Ireland, through the only channel on 
which it could be relied on, or attended to. That \ 

- ſpecification has been made; the Iriſh Parliament | 
have. come to an unanimous vote, that nothing ſhort 2 
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| of a free trade would anſwer the object which their 


preſent ſituation neceſſarily points to. The Iriſh 
Parliament has been explicit, and I hope that their 
defires will be granted X. ES 


Lord NORTH. 


I mean now to open my three propoſitions, re- 
lative to the allowing Ireland a free export of her 
wool, woollens, and wool flocks ; a free exporta- 
tion of glaſs, and of all kinds of glaſs manufac- 
tures ; of a freedom of trade with the Britiſh 
plantations ; on certain conditions, the baſis of 
which is to be an equality of taxes and cuſtoms, upon 
an equal and unreſtrained trade. 

Jo demonſtrate the matter of right, as well as 
favour, I beg leave to ſtate the two following pro- 


poſitions : Firſt, That Ireland has a free and unlimit- 


ed right to trade with the whole world. Secondly, 


That Ireland does not, nor cannot, pretend to 


claim any right, directly, or co-relatively, with 


any part of the Britiſh colonies, or plantations. 


Every perſon in both kingdoms, muſt inſtantly 
give an univerſal afſent to the latter propoſition. 
It is not my wiſh to enter into a diſcuſſion of the 


former, or debate points merely ſpeculatively : ſo 


much, 


* Nothing can poſſibly be more agreeable to this, than the con- 


duct obſerved by the preſent miniſter towards Ireland. 


BY 
much, however, I will hazard, that mixing the 
broad claim of a free and unreſtrained trade, and 
qualifying it with the advantage derivable from a 
connection with Great-Britain, it will not be too 
much to ſay, that although the claim is with 
Ireland, the option of a connexion with this coun- 
try, and a participation of commercial intereſt, ts 
| clearly i in favor of Greui-Britain. 
It is both the intereſt, and inclination of inked 
to ſtand well with England, and on the idea of 
ſuch a natural and political connexion ; they have 
been rather harſhly and impolitically treated : 
before the Reſtoration they enjoyed every commercial 
advantage and benefit in common with England. 
The commerce, import and export, was held it in 
common by both kingdoms till the reign of Charles 
the Second: even the act of navigation, the great 
foundation of our plantation laws, put England 
and Ireland upon exact terms of equality; nor was 
it till two years after that the firſt commercial 
reſtriction was laid on Ireland, and that not di- 
realy, but by a ſide wind, and by deductive in- 
terpretatiori. When the act firſt paſſed, there 
was a general governing clauſe, for giving bonds 
to perform the conditions of the act, but then the 
act was amended, in the fifteenth of Charles the 
Second : whence a concluſion was drawn, that 
the acts of the two preceding Parliaments, twelfth, 


C thirteenth, 


— — — — 


tw 1 


tel and fourteenth of Charles the Second, 


were thereby repealed, though it was as clearly 


expreſſed i in theſe acts, as it was poſſible for words 
to convey, that ſhips built in Ireland, navigated 
with the people thereof, were deemed Britiſh, and 
qualified to trade to and from the Britiſh planta- 


tions; and that ſhips built in Ireland, and navi- 


gated with his Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland, were 
entitled to the ſame abatements ond privileges, to wphich 


importers and exporters of goods in Britiſh built ſhips 
were entitled by the book of rates. 


Upon an average of the ſix years, from 1765 to 


1772, the export to Ireland was ſomething. more 


than two millions; and in the ſucceeding ſix years, 
ending in 1778, about as much more, one half 


nearly Britiſh manufacture or produce, the other 
half certificated articles, of which this country was 


the medium of conveyance ; out of the native pro- 
duce, which was ſomething more than goo, oool. 
per annum, on the average, only 200,000 were 


woollens; fo that in this light, ſuppoſing every 


thing that any man could wiſh to conclude from 
the fact, I muſt ſubmit to the Houſe, whether it 
would be ſound policy to riſque a million export of 
native produce, for a woollen :export of 200,000]. 

The woollen manufacture muſt, indeed, a long 


time continue in a ſtate of infancy ; and though 


cloths have been manufactured ſufficient to anſwer 
a con- 


[ 11 9 
a conſiderable part of the home conſumption, yet 
it can hardly be expected that Ireland will be able 


to rival Great Britain at the foreign markets, when, 


after the expence of land carriage, freight, inſur- 


ance, factorage, &c. ſhe is able to underſell Ire, 
land in her own markets on the very ſpot, though 


_ aided by the advantage of low wages and taxes. 5 
| Should the Iriſh be permitted to enjoy a free ex- 
port of woollens, I ſhould ſtill be for continuing 
the bounties paid on the exportation from Eng- 
land of certain ſpecies of fabrics of Irifh Linens. 

The ſubject demands much conſideration, and 
requires much modelling. It is a matter of infi- 
nite delicacy, and will call for a great deal of de- 
tail and enquiry, and therefore ought not to be 
hurried on. 

Though under different legiflatures, Great- 
Britain and Ireland have but one conjugal intereſt; and 
are, in the general ſenſe of the phraſe, 3ur ons 
PEOPLE. Even ſhould ſhe (Ireland) be enabled 
to rival us in foreign markets, in a few commodi- 
ties of native growth, cheapneſs of labour, and 
other incid ental circumſtances, we ſhould not for- 
get . iba Ireland forms a "Oy of the Britiſh Empire. 


Der. 13, 1779. 
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Lord NORTH. | 


In one article of Importation, viz. that of ſugar, 
Ireland may probably till chooſe to take them cir- 
cuitoufly through England, at the low duties, in 
preference to direct iy importing them at the high 


duties. | Fan. 24, 1780. 
Mr. EDE N. 


Will it not be expedient to anticipate the wiſhes 
of Ireland, and convince her of our ſincere inten- 
tions, to give her every ſecurity in our power for 
the permanency of her conſtitution, and of that 
trade which ſhe is ſo anxious to preſerve ? * | 


P April 18, 1794 
Mr. FG ITT. 


The diſpoſition of the King's miniſters towards 
Ireland, I believe, is ſufficiently underſtood; and 
that diſpoſition, which they have expreſſed, when 

4 7 out 
On the 2d of February, 1785, the following Reſolutions 
were wnanimouſly agreed to, viz. to allow the exporting, car- 
rying or conveying corn out of this realm into Ireland; to admit 


foreign hops there; and to repeal the aQs which take off the 


drawbacks on Britiſh bps; and for the Iriſh to be admitted to 


the Turkey Company, &c, No oppoſition was given to theſe 
Reſolutions, nor any debate had thereon, 


+ At this time one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries 
af State. 


EY 


out of office, I ſincerely believe they will now main- 


tain, and will take the ſpeedieſt and moſt likely 


means of giv ing compleat ſatisfafion to the people of 
Ireland. 


I truſt in the candor of the Houſe, for the con- 


fidence which they will have in the intentions of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters towards Ireland ; and that 
they will believe that they mean and wiſh moſt 


ardently to bring the matter forward in the moſt 


ſpeedy manner. I will again aſſure them that 


it has always been my political ſentiment, that | 
it is unjuſt and tyrannical to attempt to hold a 


country in ſubjection, and to govern againſt the 
will and opinion of the people. It has always been 
my ſentiments with regard to America, as well as 
Ireland, that they cannot, much leſs ought not to 


be governed by laws which they reject as uncon- 


ſtitutional. All juft Government muſt conſiſt in 
the perfect conſent, good will, and opinion of the 
people; it is the beſt and ſureſt ſyſtem of Govern- 
ment where harmony prevails; and without it, 
it is not Government, but uſurpation. 


It is certainly the moſt conſiſtent with true po- 


licy, as well as juſtice, to bring about a final ſet- 
tlement of the diſpute between Great-Britain and 
Ireland; to ſtate, and preciſely to declare, not 
for a moment, but for ever, what is the relative 
ſituation of the two countries with reſpect to each 

| other; 
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other; to take in and conclude all the points of 
difference, and to eſtabliſh ſuch a / Nem of con- 

nexion, intimacy, and relation betweeir them, as 
ſhall be immediately, and permanently, for the i in- 
tereſt of both. To be ſettled for ages, and not, as 
has been the conduct of late miniſters, ſear. up | 
the wound for a moment, without compleating the 
cure. When thoſe miniſters agreed to the exten- 
ſion of the trade with Ireland, they ſhould have 
ultimately ſettled the claim, and fixed the ſituation. 
They failed to do this at the proper time, and they 
ought to anſwer for it to their country; that 
meaſures however will be uſed for accompliſhing this 
defirable end, I may ſafely aſſure the houſe.* I think 
that deceit is always pernicious, and I wiſh to 
ſpeak with as much openneſs, and information, 
as the nature of my office can juſtify. 


April 8, 1782. 
Mr. SHERIDAN. 


The attack made by the Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Eden) on the new miniſters, is ſcandalouſly 
unfair, as I am convinced that they + have the faireſt 
intentions towards Ireland. April 8, 1782. 


Mr. 


+ What but this, is Mr. Fox, and his party, new oppoſing 
in the Houſe of Commons — 


+ Meaning, no doubt, Lord Nerth, Mr. Fox, &c. : 
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' Mr. FOX. 


* 


His Majeſty i is a+ engl l FIRM of ſettling 
the diſcontents and jealouſies that ſubſiſt in the 
minds of his ſubjects of the kingdom of Ireland. 
The meaſures which his Majeſty's miniſters con- 
ceive neceſſary to be taken in the preſent inſtance; 
and which J am to propoſe to the Houſe, will re- 
quire a great deal of moſt ſerious diſcuſſion. The 
Houſe will perceive, that in the pretenſions of the 
Triſh, expreſſed by the parliament and people, that 
the matter contains no leſs than the conſtitution of 
the kingdom, that it comprehends not only the 
commercial rights, and privileges of the kingdom, 
but alſo. the legiſlative power and royalty. The 
moſt i important objects are therefore embraced, and 
both nations are moſt materially concerned, in the 
diſcuſſion and ſettlement of the matter: they are 
topics, upon which they will ſee his Majeſty can- 
not decide, without the aſſiſtance of his parliament ; 
nor indeed without the aſſiſtance and concurrence of 
both parliaments, To come to the buſineſs there- 
fore with property, and in a manner that will give 
effect to their proceedings, they muſt have full and 
authentic information ; and bath parliaments muſt 
take time in their deliberation.* April 4, 1782. 

„ Hon. 

5 Eyery poſlible information has been ſought after by the preſent 


_ miniſter, and time given for the ke deliberation on the ſubject of 
Iriſh aint, | 


14 16 1 
Hon. Colonel FITZPATRICK. 


& « have been prevailed upon to accept of the 
office of the ſecretary of the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, in the firm perſuaſion and confidence, that 


his Majeſty's preſent miniſters + are ſincere in their | 


profeſſions; and that THEY are earneſtly diſpoſed ts 
make ſuch conceſſions to Ireland, as ſball quiet their 
jealouſies, and give Jari action to their minds. If I 
had not had this opinion of the King's Miniſters, 
no circumſtance on earth ſhould have induced me 
to take a ſituation which at any time 1 would not 
have coveted, and which only ſuch opinion and confi- 
dence would make me endure. It is the wiſe policy 
of this country, to make thoſe conceſſions, as 
from the eſtabliſhment of a firm and friendly rela- 
tion, founded upon clear, and known conſtitution, 
the moſt happy conſequences will be derived to toth 
countries. 4 ___ April g, 1182. 


Mr. FOX. 


Ireland, may perhaps think of freſh grievances, 
and riſe yearly in her demands; it is fit and pro- 
per therefore, that ſomething ſhould be now done 
towards eſtabliſhing on a firm and ſolid baſis, the 
future connexion of the two kingdoms ; but that is to 
de propoſed by me here in parliament; it will 


+ Lord North, Mr. Fox, &c. 


be 


Nd 


1 


be the duty of the Crown to look to that; the bu- 
fineſs may be firſt begun by his Majeſly's ſervants in 


Ireland *; and if afterwards it ſhall be neceſſary to 


enter into a treaty, commiſſioners may be ſent. . 
from the Britiſh parliament, or from the Crown, 


to enter upon it, and to bring the negociation to a 
happy iſſue, by giving mutual ſatisfaction to both 
countries, and eſtabliſhing a treaty, which ſhall be 


ſanctified by the moſt ſolemn forms of the conſti- 


tution of both countries. 


I have no doubt, but that in n as well 


as in intereſt, Ireland and Great Britain will be but 
one people. If any man ſhould entertain any gloomy 


ideas on the ſubject, let him look at the conclud- 
ing paragraph of the Iriſh addreſſes; where he will 
find, that the Iriſh people and parliament are filled 


with the moſt earneſt deſires to ſupport England, to 
have the ſame enemy and the ſame friend; in a 


word, 1o ſtand or fall with England. Let gentle- | 
men look forward to that happy period, when 


Ireland ſhall experience the bleſſings, that attend 


freedom of trade and conſtitution ; when by the 


richneſs and fertility of her ſoil, the induftry of 
her manufactures, and the encreaſe of her popu- 
lation, ſhe ſhall become a powerful country ; ther 


D. may 


* Surely Mr. Pitt cannot but be conſidered as extremely for- 


tunate, in haying proceeded in a manner, Jo ſtrangiy recommended by 
Mr. FOX. 
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may England Jook for hag aſſi ſtance in ſeamen to 
man her fleets, and ſoldiers to fight ber Battles. | 

England renouncing all right to legiſlate for 
Ireland, the latter will moſt cordially ſupport the 
former, as a friend whom ſhe loves; if this coun- 
try, on the one hand, is to aſſume the power of 
making laws for Ireland, ſhe will only make an 
enemy inſtead of a friend; for where there is a com- 
munity of intereſt *, and a mutual regard for thoſe 
intereſts, there the party whoſe intereſts are ſacri- 
ficed becomes as enemy. iq 

Upon the whole, I am convinced that the Iriſh 
deſire nothing more ardently, than proper grounds 
for being moſt cordially united to England, and I am 
ſure that they will be attached to this country ever 
to bigotry. May 17, 1782. 


General BURGOYNE. 


cannot prevail upon myſelf to give a ſilent 
vote; the great revolution that has been affected, 
with ſo much calmneſs and ſteadineſs, does the 
higheſt honour to Ireland; and I cannot expreſs 
myſelf better in praiſe of the characters who have 
effected it, upon the greateſt principles of freedom, 
than in the werds of the Roman author, eox qui de 
nibilo nifi libertate _ _ He qui Romani 


frant. 


Such a one as the preſent miniſter propoſes to eſtabliſh. 


[ i9 1 


Fant. Thoſe who He how to think ſo juſtly. of 


it, on wh to be free, Wk: May x7, er 
Lord BEUCHAMP. | 


It is not the mere repeal of the 6 Geo. I. that 
will ſatisfy Ireland, becauſe the repeal will leave 
the queſtion you as it was before. May 7 * 


Mr. BURKE. 


It is not on ſuch. a day as this, when was 
: not a difference 'of opinion *, that I will riſe to 
fight the battle of Ireland; her cauſe is neareſt my 


heart, and nothing gave me ſo much ſatisfaction, 


when I was firſt honoured with a ſeat in this Houſe, 
as it might be in my power, ſome way or other, ' to 
be of ſervice to the country that gave me birth ; and 


I have always ſaid to myſelf, that if ſuch an in- 


ſignificant member as J am, can ever be ſo fortu- 
nate as to render an effential ſervice to England, 


and that my ſovereign, or parliament, were going 
to reward me for it, I would ſay to them—do  ſome- 
thing for Ireland—do ſomething for my country, and! 


am over-rewarded——| am a friend to my country, 


D 2 but 


* Reſpecting the repeal of the 6 of Geo. 1. 


+ There ſurely then can be but little doubt of the miniſter's 


having Mr. Burke's ſupport in carrying his commercial regulations, 
between Great Britain and Ireland, through the Houſe, 


a _ r % * wad 
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1 | 
but gentlemen need not be jealous of that; for in 


being the friend of Ireland, I deem myſelf of courſe 
the friend of En gland their intereſts are inſepara- 


ble. | _ 17, 1782.“ 


Mr. EDE NI. 


It was wiſdom in the Iriſh pts to chuſe 
an undefined expreſſion upon a ſubject ſo com- 
plicated and extenſive in all its connexions and 
conſequences ; the whole conſideration is now 
opened to both kingdoms, and it is the intereſt of 
both to come to an early kind of efficient canclufion Þ. 

It is a political truth, that happineſs and ſtrength 
ſhould be extended through the conſtituent parts of 
an Empire, as far as wiſe and beneficial laws can 


_ operate to that effect. It would next be ea ſy © 


ſhew, that public happineſs and ſtrength are dif- 


fuſed in proportion to the plenty and convenience 


with which not only the natural wants of a people 
„ 
* Mr. Fox on this day moved, that it is the opinion of this com- 


1 mittee (the Houſe being then i ina committee) that the intereſts of 
Great Britain and Ireland are inſeparable, and that their connexion 


ought to be founded on a ſolid and permanent baſis, to which the bw ; 


mittee agreed without a debate. 


＋ See his letter, entitled, A Letter on the Repreſentations 
Ireland, reſpecting 2 Free Trade, 


1 Page 149. 


. 
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are ſupplied, but ſuch adventitious ones as are 


ſuperinduced by univerſal habit and induſtry: 
when this end is not attained to a certain degree, 


an Empire may indeed exiſt, and may encreaſe in 


numbers, but it will grow like an unwieldy body, 
liable to dangers and acute humours “. 
Whatever may have been the ſyſtem of govern- 


ment adopted, or accepted by Ireland, the recent 


and moſt intereſting fact is, that ſhe now com- 
plains of ſome diſtreſſes which ſhe conceives to 
reſult from that ſyſtem. Theſe diſtreſſes are poſ- 
ſibly no more than have reſulted from temporary 
cauſes from the, late rebellion with the Colonies, 
or from the calamities incident to war; but we 


know perfectly, that the complaint js founded in 


real ſufferings. The firſt inference which would 


ariſe from this fact, in any mind reaſoning kindly 
towards a part of the Empire, and diſcreetly in 


reſpect of the whole, is, that the Iriſh, as fellow 
 fubjetts, are intitled to every relief compatible with 
the general intereſts f. 


If we were to ſtate to an Iriſh gentleman, hs: 
long continued poverty and idleneſs which have 


prevailed over ſo large a proportion of his country- 
men, he would probably anſwer 
* All this may be true, but the monopolizing 


f ſpirit of our ſiſter kingdom i is the cauſe of it: 
: £c that 


* Page 14: f Page 143. 
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| En 
that ſpirit exerciſing itſelf upon trelandjin A 
very early ſtate of her civilization, nipped her 
«diſpoſition to induſtry, and, inded, made it im- 
* poſſible for her to become induſtrious. In the 
very infancy of our country, and whilſt we 
« were contenting ourſelves with the exportations 
* and ſale of our cattle, you made an act * to 
* prohibit thoſe exportations. We next gave our 
attention to the increaſe of our ſheep, | in order 
to export wool, but you forthwith f prohibited 
tlie exportation of wool, and made it ſubject to 
« forfeiture. We then endeavoured to employ 
“ and {ſupport ourſelves by ſalting proviſions for 
«© fale; but you immediately I refuſed them ad- 
ar mittance into England, in order to encreaſe the 
« rents of your lands, though you thereby en- 
* creaſed the wages of your labourers. We next 
«© began the woollen manufacture; but it was no 
1 4 ſooner eſtabliſhed than deſtroyed; for you pro- 
| : ( hibited $ the exportation of manufactured wool- 
1 lens to any other place than England and Wales, 
#] and this prohibition alone is reported to have 
forced twenty thouſand manufacturers out of the 
* * 


« The 
*8 Eliz, ch. 3, + 13 and 14 Car, II. ch. 18. 
+ 18 Car, II. ch. 2. $ 10and 11 Will. II: ch. 10. 


The Navigation Act ||| had unwittingly, but 
kindly, permitted all commodities to be im- 
ported into Ireland, upon the ſame terms as in · 
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to England: but by an act“ paſſed three years 


afterwards, the exportation of any goods from 
Ireland into any of the plantations was prohi- 


bited : and as if that had not ſufficiently crippled: 


the benefits given by the Navigation Act, we 
were ſoon F afterwards forbid to import any of 


the enumerated commodities from the plantations 


into Ireland. This reſtriction too was much 
enforced by ſubſequent acts, and the liſt of 
enumerated goods was much encreaſed. I ſay 
nothing of your regulations reſpecting glaſs, 
hops, ſail- cloth, &c. I and other inferior barriers 


and obſtructions to our commerce: we ſubſiſted 


under all this, and under a drain alſo, which 
has gradually encreaſed upon us, by remittances 
to our own abſentees, Engliſh mortgages, Go- 


vernment annuitants, and other extra-commer- 
cial purpoſes, to the amount of half a million 


* ſterling annually. And though we retained no 


trade but in linen, and proviſions, the latter has 


been under a three years prohibition, during 
whch period we loſt the principal market for. 
our own beef, though three-fourths of our peo- 

75. "hl ple 


112 Car. II. ch. 10. * 10 and 11 Will. III. ch. 10. 
t en, _ t 15 Car. II. ch. 9. 
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No ple were graziers. Many of us, indeed, carried 
on a clandeſtine trade, and it was eſſential to 


our ſupport; but that too has been lately check- 
«« ed firſt by the revolt of the colonies, and now 


Aby the war with France and Spain. 


«« Our annual remittances and debts to Great- 
* Britain now encreaſe with our diſtreſſes: our 


« ſubſcriptions fot loaris have been lately filled 


* from Great-Britain ; our eſtates, when ſold, are 
*« purchaſed by Engliſhmen; our leaſes, when 


N 


es they expire, are raiſed by abſentees; the drain 


e is become greater than all our means can ſup- 
« ply; our manufacturers find little demand for 
*« their work; the farmers ſell their produce with 
difficulty; our land rents, indeed, are eſtimated 
* at near three millions ſterling, but our land- 
„ holders will ſoon be obliged to reduce them. 
We allow that ſeveral of your reſtrictions upon 


us, have lately been much ſoftened, or modified, 


but the want of an annual profit in our inter- 
« courſe with Great-Britain equal to our remittan- 
* ces ſtill prevails, and is every hour more felt. 
By the unfortunate ſituation of the colonies, we 

have loſt even our old refuge in emigrations. 

After having for many years taken Britiſh ma- 

nufactures, to the annual amount of two millions 
ſterling, we are for the preſent reduced to aon- 

importation 
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cc 
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© importation agreements *, as a meaſure, not of 
_«« expediency, but of neceſſity. It would have 
« ſuited the generoſity. of our feelings, and the 
«© affection which we bear towards you, to have 
made our repreſentations - in better and more 
peaceable times ; but you ſee that our circum- 
ſtances are urgent, and that your recent indul- 
gences are inſufficient. We defire, therefore A RRE 
TRADE, otherwiſe our diſtreſſes muſt, if poſſible, 
encreaſe, and the conveniency of our ports will con- 
tinue of no more uſe to us, than a beantiful One? | 
* to. a man ſbut up in a dungeon f. 


4 
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Ereat-Britain loſes whenever Ireland is deprived of = 
any reaſonable gain—and with reſpect to the ſitua- —_ 
tion of the latter for the weſtern navigation, we 2 F 

know that it is the intereſt of a dominion to carry _ * 
on her commerce, from whatever corner ſhe can = ; 


conduct it to the beſt advantage, and it would be 
thought a groſs abſurdity in the city of London, 
if becauſe Briſtol is ſo ſituated as to have an ad- 
E | vantage 

* It ought to have been anſwered, ** We (the Iriſh) ſend 
more than that to England, with this difference, that the 
* whole amount of ours, is the produce, or manufacture of 
Ireland the true ſource of the wealth of a country; 

_ *© while the half of Engliſh exports are of foreign produce 

«© Non-importation would have raiſed in Ireland—we take more 


© than 1,000,0001. of their linens, and they — 3, ooo, oool. 
« of our woollens—the two ſtaples.” “ ö 


+ Page 146. 
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1 
vantage in the Iriſh trade, the former ſhould defire 
10 have the port of the latter ſbut up. 
In all theſe reaſonings, the commercial and po- 
litical intereſts, are inſeparably blended. When the 


liberty of commerce is unequally enjoyed, one part of 
an empire may be in danger of becoming a burden 
to the other. An increaſe of ſupport in and of 
the common exertions, might, in courſe of time, 
reſult to Ireland from the advancement of her 


trade, and from the produce of duties, analoguus 
to thoſe of Great- Britain. 

It is ſometimes found, that a liberty to export 
manufactures, increaſes the produce of raw mate- - 
rials beyond the demand of the particular manu- 


faQture; and from the experience of the linen 


trade, it might be doubted whether leſs woollen | 
yarn would be exported to Great-Britain by Ite- 
land, if the export of manufactured woollens were 


leſs reſtrained ; in which caſe, the ſmuggling of 
raw wool to the Continent of Europe might be 


checked &. : 
We are not, however, to proceed with that 
ſhort-ſighted wiſdom, which may enable us to ſhun 


the mere difficulty of a day; nor to act upon tlie 


ſpur of a moment f. 
The Iriſh, though at all times, ſne has had full 


liberty to manufacture goods for her own conſump- 


| tion, 
F Page 1606. f Page 163, 
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tion, the conſumers have hitherto found it eaſier to 


_ purchaſe from England many articles, both of lux 
ury and convenience, than to make them at home. 

Amidſt the difficulties which time, and the foſ- 
tering attention of this country, alone can enable 
Ireland to overcome, it deſerves: remark, that ſhe 


has little coal, is ill provided with wood, and is 


nearly without inland navigations. In ſhort, the 
conſtitution and eſtabliſhment of a flouriſhing em- 
pire, imply a well regulated order throughout the 


nation, a ſteady and effective police, habits of do- 


cility and induſtry, ſkill in manufactures, and large 
capitals in trade; all which can be the reſult only 


of a continued and gradual progreſs, aided by a 


combination of other favouring circumſtances *. 


Colonel FIT Zz PATRICK. 


I am anxious that ſatisfaction ſhould be given to 
the Iriſh nation, and that they ſhould leatn that 
this country is well diſpoſed to give every neceſſary 
| ſatisfaftion. This is particularly to be wiſhed, be- 
cauſe pains have been taken to ſpread ideas, that 
what has been done is not ſufficient for the ſecurity 
of Ireland, and ſurmiſes have been thrown out 

Ka: againſt 
* Page 166. + 
+ Colonel Fitzpatrick begged leave to call the attention of 


Government to the circumſtance, which had given ſome blame 


to the people of Ireland, the deciſion of an Iriſh cauſe in the Court 
/ King's Bench in En land. | 
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againſt the friends of order and reaſon, who were 
convinced of the redtitude of the intentions of Britain. 


Dec. e 
Mr. F O X. 


4 


I take the firſt moment to declare, that the in- 
tentions of thoſe Miniſters who ſent the repeal of 
the Declaratory Act, were thereby to make a complete, 
abſolute, and perpetual ſurrender of the Britiſh legiſla- 
ture and judicial ſupremacy over Ireland. THIS was 
the intention of Government x; and it is clear to the 
conviction, both of Miniſters and of the Gentle- 
. men of Ireland, who intereſted themſelves in the | 
buſineſs, that the manner in which this is done, 
is the beſt poſſible . and the leaſt liable to ex- 
ception. Dec. 19, 1782. 


Lord B E AU CHAMP. 


1 have always underſtood it to be the privilege 
of a Member of Parliament, that when he has 

any particular buſineſs in the Houſe, it was not to 
be taken out of his hands by- another T. This is 
a privilege I would never reſign ; a friend to both 
kingdoms, 


No one will ſurely diſpute Mr. Fox's authority. 


+ This was occaſioned by Mr. William Grenville giving no- 
tice, that he ſhould move for a call of the Houſe, at an earlier 
Aa than the 22d of January (the day on which Lord Beauchamp 
moved the Call) when a motion would be made relative to Ireland. 


. 


kingdoms, my only object is to cite a lafting Har- 


[ 29 1 


mony betwen Great Britain and Ireland; and if = 
I ſhould be able to root out every remains of jea- _— 
louſy, my great object will be accompliſhed, and = 
I ſhall fit down the happreft of men / „ — | * 


Mr. EDEN. 


A diffatisfaQtion has ſomehow ſince SF? ang but T 
ſtill continue to think, that it ought not to have 
arifen, for it ſhewed beyond a poſſible doubt®, 
not merely the good faith, but the induſtrious anxi- 
ety of England, to gratify Ireland in the point of 

free legiſlation. 3 

I feel myſelf ever diſpoſed to think, and to ſpeak | 
of Ireland with gratitude, with affection, and with £ == 
reſpect ; but I do not think her at this 7 2 an ob. 2 | 
ject of fear to any nation under the Sun; ſhe neither ; 
haas, nor will have her due importance in the great 5 | 

ſcale of the globe, till ſhe can be induced to think - _ 1 
herſelf ſecure in quitting politics, and purſuing com- |. 
merce ; it is my object and wiſh to forward for her that i} 
happy and important moment, Jan. 22, 1783 4 


Mr. FOX. - : — _ 


By the actual repeal of the 6 Geo. I. Great 7 1 
Britain certainly, and to all intents and purpoſes, re- — 
linquiſhed every ſhadow of Juriſaittion, and Supremacy. ' JA 

Jan. 22, 1783. 


* Mr. Fox” 8 propoſition on the 17th of ed 
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Mr. E D E N. - 


1 relied on a treaty being opened ſ between the 
Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland, for the 
purpoſes of arranging not only the points already 
ſpecified, but all the great queſtions involved in the 
future events of peace and war, foreign alliances, 
commercial treaties, limitation of armies, building 


and ſupport of navies. Proportionable ſupplies, 


with the whole immenſe detail under each of thoſe heads. 
I ſhall then, and not till then, think that the con- 
nection is eſtabliſhed ; and when the two kingdoms 
have thus realized and ſecured one conſtitution, 
one commerce, one King, one friend, one enemy, 
and one fate, it will become impoſſible for any man, 
10 wiſh the proſperity of the one country more ardently, 
or more earneſtly, iban the proſperity of the other. 
Fan. 22, 1783. 


+ When I voted for the addreſs of the 17th of May laſt. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


1 


Earl of HILLSBOROUGH. 


Iwas called by my Sovereign, en a private 
. ſituation, to aſſiſt in his councils. I had formed 
my opinion, as an object of leading conſequence, 
reſpecting the ſtate of Ireland. I imparted. my 

thoughts, my motives, and intended conduct, to 
thoſe with whom I am to act; and upon the idea 
of a full confirmation, and ſupport of the Crown and 
its ſervants, I conſented io come into office. 

I wiſh not to be underſtood, as dictating any 
meaſures, or pledging myſelf for the reſult ; what 
I mean is merely this, that ſuch and ſuch were my 
opinions; that they were approved of, and that I 
would wait with anxious ſuſpence, and chearfully 
abide the event, and in common with the reſt of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, ſubmit to the ſenſe of Par- 
liament ; but if, on the other hand, as ſuggeſted 
as a general charge againſt Government, that the 


conditions on which I came into place, ſhould be 


Vviolated, 


4 22 ; . _ 
T4 
7 
17 * . 
7 1 
4 | Un 
1 
> * 5 
1 ˖ 
[ = *% 
7 = q 
£4.41 895 
A105 
4114 
. 
1 
TY 
Rt} 
T0 
4 1 
1 
* 1 
4 I 17 
A py, 
4 1 
11 * * 
— 14 
. is 

. ' 7 

ei . 
1 
þ | 

iz 
19 
2 11188 
, uo 
= il. 
7 } K 
. 
4 ; 
x 3 
2 Be? 
41 
* * 

4 j 2 
4 a iv / 
Us | 

-B o 

8 
= 7 : 

15 wy 

. 
. 1 
0 
. 
+44 . 
1 1 
1 
, 
4 . 
x 
Af 
-1} 
1 
4 
£ 
. 
2 4 
! * 
„ 
5 4 
i" - 

: i 

ng. 

14 0 

"FW." 
I Mt 
* } - 
1 
114 5 y 
: q 
l / 
Y U 

19 £ 
G d 
1 

* ? *.* 
= 
; i 
« 
q 
£ 
- 


— 
— — 8 
= DX 


_ 


— — 3 
_ - — — 
8 — 
4 8 . 
. 
n 
——— . — ney 


— on — 


r TIER . WOT On 


A 
n 
"— 


. — = 
— 22 PE bo 
— ; fe” 2 — — 
a 2 GE 

= 5 > — — __ — aun — 

— — wp - 1 
— 
* 


32 J 


violated, or departed from, or that a ore good 


faith ſhould not be preſerved, the ſame motives 
which induced me to accept of the ſeals, a view 
to ſerve my country, 10 cauſe relief to be given to 
Ireland, and advance the intereſt and proſperity 


of every part of the Britiſh Empire, would point 


out to me the .propriety- of retiring again into a 
private ſtation ; when the end for which ] left it &, 


ſhall be found no longer attainable, or in other 5 


words, when it will not be in my power to ſecure my 
S LP Nov. 25, 1779 f. 
x Earl 


® To procure, in conjunRion with the reſt of the Miniſters of 


the Crown, ſuch relief for Ireland, as ſhe might be entitled to ex- 
pea from Great Britain, 
+ On the 11th May, 1779, the late Mergais of Rockingham mov- 


ed an immediate conſideration of the diſtreſſed, and impoveriſhed 
ſtate of the kingdom of Ireland, and ſuch effectual meaſures as 
ſhould promote the common flrength, wealth, and commerce of bis 
Majeſty's ſubjects in Great Britain and Ireland, — After deſcribing 
the private as well as public diſtreſſes of Ireland, in the moſt feel- 
ing language, the noble Marquis proceeded to contraſt the deſerts 
of the Iriſh nation, whoſe loyalty kept pace with the extent and 
magnitude of the calamities they felt, He inſtanced, in particu- 
lar, their friendly and aſſectionate behaviour ſince the commence- 


ment of the American war; the zeal and' fidelity of that king- 


dom, in the time of the two laſt Scotch rebellions ; the uncom- 
mon efforts ſhe made during the late war, and her uniform loyalty, 
and attachment, to this country, in every trying exigency, when 
engaged in a foreign war. 


He 


e 


t 


He ſaid, he hoped, the importance of the ſubject would ſtrike 


every noble Lord with the propriety, nay, the abſolute neceſſity | 


of his motion, chat the Houſe would treat it with that temper® 


coolneſs, and muderation which it ſo apparently merited, and attend 


to it as a matter, in which every man in the nation was moſt 


deeply Intereſted. He truſted, that their Lordfhips would not be 


led away by. any partial ideas or narrow diflindions of hecal benefit 
er advantage *, but meet it fairly as a queſtion of State, in which 


both kingdoms had an equal intereſt. He would be extremely 
ſorry, this, or that town, or diſtrict, that Manchefter, or Glaſgow, 


er any other place, would ſupercede or render of non-effed the wwi/- 


dom of their Lordſbips* deliberations. He wiſhed farther, that on 
the preſent occaſion, all party or perſonal confiderations woull 


give wway to the general good +, and that as they all meant the 
ſame thing, the intereſts of both kingdoms, their Lordſhips? would 
not entertain a ſecond opinion on the ſubje&t, It was a great 
object, and ſhould neither be loſt, abandoned, or evaded; it had 


for ſome years been unfortunately too much negleQed, but mat- 


ters were at length arrived juſt at that critical ſtate, which 


would render it not only unwiſe and impolitic to loſe a moment, 
but would afford an inſtance of obſtinacy and want of feeling, 


little ſhort of political 9 


* The noble Marquis appears to hb well avs of the partial a 
and narrow diſtinctiont, of local benefit, ar advantage, that woyld probably 
be flirred up againſt the adjuſting ſuch a commercial intercourſe, as might 
be thought for the reciprocal benefit of both countries; and no doubt, the 
Houſe of Lords will be ſufficiently guarded e any thing of the kind, 
en the preſent occaſion. 

+ lt is to be hoped that Mr. Fox, and his friends, will bear in mind the 
falutary advice and wholeſome admonition of the noble Marquis, whofe 
virtues they fo juſtly revered, and whoſe memory they hold fo dear, and not 
ſuffer the real intereſt of „ and Ireland to give way te party or 
perſ at confiderations. 


CR Earl 


[34 | 3 
Earl of HI LS BO ROUGH. 


previous to my acceptance of the ſeals, as Secre- 
tary. of State, I deſired to know the intention of i 
his Majeſty's Miniſters ( Lord North, Sc.) and the . 
opinion of his Council, relative to future meaſures, 
. reſpecting Ireland; and received every aſſurance 
from them, that Government was thoroughly dif | 
poſed to co-operate with Parliament, in giving to 
that kingdom, /uch an extenſion of trade as would'put 
ber on a footing with Great-Britain on the ſcale ＋ 
commerce *, 5 Dec.” I, 1779 .æ 


5 As the memory of Lord Notth, and his friends, are ſo apt 
1 to fail them, it is rather a Jucky' circumſtance for wh that'it can 
—_ be refreſhed by ſo reſpectable an authority. e 0 


DES. t The late Marquis of Rockingham was ſo very ſenſible of 
—_ the neceſſity there was for doing ſomething for effectually reliev- 
[ 1 | | FE ing the diſtreſſes of Ireland, and had the object ſo much at heart, 
14 . = that in the courſe of the debate on the 11th of May, 1779, 
he repeated with ſome warmth, that Ireland had been cruelly f 
n and injuriouſly treated, and that it would preſent a mixture- of 
| { * 1 folly and ingratitude, which nothing but the dulleſt obſtinacy 
r and ignorance could explain, if we refuſe to lighten thoſe intole- 
rable burthens which the reſtriction of « cur trade laws laid upon 
that loyal, affetimate, and enduring people. The Duke of Beaufort, 
ä though he poſſeſſed a conſiderable property in Ireland, ſaid he 
8 ſhould chearfully aſſiſt j in any meaſure, for giving the Iriſh that 
ſpecies of relief which their ſituation demanded. Lerd 7 ewnſhend, 
in expreſſions of the warmeſt affections for the people of Ireland, 
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5 Earl GOWER. 


iþ had the 3 fortune to unite Gs Houſe laſt 
Seſſion, upon the terms of the Addreſs to the 
Throne *. I was in hopes that ſomething effeftual 
noh 1 F 2 for 


pleaded their diftreſſes and deferts i in very forcible language 3 an 
| fald, he ſhould be wanting in the feelings which gratitude ought 
ever to inſpire, if he did not take the preſent opportunity of teſ- 
rifying | his regard for them, and his earneſtneſs to procure them 
every degree of redreſs and indulgence, which their melancholy 
ſituation demanded, which juſtice dictated, and generoſity and 
national gratitude rendered a poſitive duty on the part of a great 
nation. He ſhould, in point of union and national ſtrength, 
ever conſider England and Ireland as one country , and the people of 

each equally bound and conneded by the ſame objed, the proſperity of 
the whole. The Duke of Richmond alfo in a very able ſpeech, en- 
deavoured to ſhow, that all local diſtinction were the creatures of 
| prejudice and ſelfiſhneſs. He faid, that Ireland and England 
were in fact the ſame naticn aud people; that any diſtinction made 
in favour of the latter, was a piece of injuſtice to the former. 
A great, loyal, and a brave people, were not to be ruined, beg 

gared, or oppreſſed, becauſe Mancheſter thought 25s, or this, or 

that country were alarmed. All theſe petty motives muſt ceaſe to 

operate, nor be permitted to influence our public Councils, 
which ought never to loſe, Gght of Juſtice and ſound policy. 

He was for an union; but not an union of Legiſlature, but an 

union of bearts, hands, of affefions, and intereſts. 


* The Addreſs was as follows :—** That this Houſe take into 
* conſideration the diſtreſſed and impoveriſhed ſtate of the kingdom 


* of Ireland, and le of opinion, that it is conſonant to juſtice 
«ad 


* 2 > N — * 
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1 56 * 
for the relief of Ireland would have ariſen from 
the unanimous concurrence of their Lordſbips in the 


amendment I then had the honour to propoſe f. 
If however, nothing has been done, for the relief 


of that country, which I am pretty | ſure is the 
caſe, I aſſure the Houſe, that I have done every 


thing in my power to keep my word, which I for- 


merly pledged to the Houſe, and am ready to ac- 


knowledge, 


c and true policy to remove the cauſes of diſcontent by a els | 


of grievances, and, in order to demonſtrate the ſenſe which the 


« Houſe entertains of the merits of that loyal and well deſerving 
ce nation, this Houſe doth think it highly expedient, that this im- 
portant buſineſs ſhould be no longer neglected, and that an hum- 


« ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That his Majeſty would 


ce be graciouſly pleaſed to take the matter into his moſt ſerious 
« conſideration, and direct his Miniſter to prepare, and lay before 
* Parliament ſuch particulars relative to the trade and manufac- 
« tures of Ireland, as may enable the national wiſdom to purſue 
© effectual meaſures for promoting the common ſtrength, wealth, 


5 and commerce, of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs in both kingdoms.” 


25 The following is the amended addreſs which was carried nem. 
con. © That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that 
& he will be pleaſed to take into his gracious conſideration, the 
* diftreſſed and impoveriſhed ſtate of the loyal and well-deſerving 
people of Ireland, and to dire& an account to be laid before 


Parliament of ſuch particulars relative to the trade and manu- 


ce factures of Ireland, as may enable the national wiſdom to pur- 
« fue methods for promoting the common ſtrength, wealth, and 
* commerce, of his Majeſty's ſubjeQt in both kingdoms.” 


7 


= | 
knowledge, but I muſt add, in my own juſtificati- 
on, that * efforts have proved totally unfruitful. 

A II, 17795 


Earl of CARLISLE. 


L rife to expreſs my entire approbation of the 
motion , and to bear my teſtimony to the zeal 


His Lordſhip added, that he had, for ſome years, preſided at 
the Council Table, and had ſeen ſuch things paſs there, that no 
man of honour and conſcience, could any longer fit there. The 
ſituation of Great Britain and Ireland required fincerity and acti- 
wity of Council. There is no doubt as to the cauſe of the noble Earl's 
diſguſt —The miniſters (Lerd Worth, &c.) had certainly pledged 


themſelves to do ſomething effedual for the Relief of * and 
none was given. 


1 Firſt, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the Act of 
*“ 6th Geo. I. intitled, an Act for the better ſecuring the depen- 
4 dency of Ireland upon the Crown of Great Britain, ought ta 
be repealed. Second, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, 
That it is indiſpenſible to the intereſt and happineſs of both 
countries, that the connection between them ſhould be eſtabliſh- 
c“ ed by mutual conſent, upon a ſolid and permanent footing, and 
% that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that his 
* Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed, to take ſuch meaſures as his 
<« Majeſty in his royal wiſdom ſhall think moſt conducive to that 
* important end.” Both motions were agreed to without a divi- 
ſion. Both the Reſolutions were moved by the Earl of Shelburne, 
and ſupported by the Earl of Carliſle, Lord Camden, Duke of 
Leinſter, Duke of Chandos, and Duke of Richmond. 


and 


[ 88 ] 

and loyalty of the Iriſh, particularly of the ho- 
nourable conduct of the Volunteers, and the libe- 
ral offers made of their ſervice, when Ireland was 
threatened with an attack. Had I been more per- 
ſuaded than J am, that Ireland had ever relinquiſh- 
ed its right of free legiſlation, which I know they 
neither have nor can give up, I ſhould till have 
thought it wiſe to accede to their claim ; becauſe 
I know, that from the gratitude and affection of 
the country, and the wiſdom of Parliament, much 
more advantage would ariſe to Great Britain, than 
by maintaining any offenſive and ill founded pre- 
tenſions to a CO over them. Oo 

” MM 37, 1336 

Earl of HILSBOROUGH. 


1 hope, and believe, miniſters are ſincere in 
their good intentions towards-Ireland. I am per- 
ſuaded, they have no other object with regard to 
this country, and to that, but to promote the in- 
tereſt of both; but perſons at a diſtance, who are 
not ſo well convinced of their good intention towards 
Ireland *, may conſtrue every little delay into 
Oe 1 matter 


* It is now three years ſince the noble Lord was promiſed by 
Lord North, &c. that relief ſhould be given to Ireland, and though 
none has ever been rendered, yet the noble Lord has ſtill ſo much 


faith in their aſſurances, as to believe them ſincere in their intentions 
| towards 


A 


matter of ſuſpicion and alarm; and, therefore, ® 


conceive, I beſt ſhow myſelf the friend of Govern- | 


men, by cautioning them of their danger. 
. 1783 
Duke of PORTLAND. 


TE always have been, and always ſhall be bs to 
do every thing in my power to cement the con- 
nection between Great Britain and Ireland, on 
terms of mutual affection and mutual intereſt. 


April 24, 1783. ＋ 


towards Ireland, nay, for his Lordſhip's part, he is perſuaded of it, 
whatever perſons may think, who are at a diffance, and may con- 
ſtrue every little delay into matter of ſuſpicion and alarm. What 
will the noble Lord think then, ſhould this ſame Lord North be 


found to oppoſe the commercial intercourſe now eſtabliſhing be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland? 


| + On the ſecond reading of the Iriſh Judicature Bill. 
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IRISH PARLIAMENT, 


io THEIR PRESENT SESSION, 
e VINDICATED., 
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Aera of a Letter from a Member of. the Britiſh Ebuſe of 


Commons, written ſoon after the late General 2 to 
4 ner of the 2 ur | 


a 


| 8143 3 1.4857 0 _ Mays 1784. 


Wund neland WAS dependent « on Great Britain, it was 
wiſhed by ſeveral friends of both Countries to render dependence 
beneficial to her. Two bills were therefore brought into the Bri - 
tiſh Parliament, one allowing to Ireland freedom of Exportation 
to our Colonies and Settlements, the other a like Freedom of Im- 
portation from ene both denden to bag FROG gn Independent 
countries. vt FF 
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42 VVV 
Theſe were meant às experiments, upon a narrow ſcale, which, 


if found advantageous to Ireland without prejudicing Britain, 
might and ought to be extended further; were it for no other 
purpoſe than to preſerve Iriſh dependence by the ſureſt and only 
juſtifiable means. «| F; of. « | (1 45 

PP 4. F " 2 


. 
— 9 ö 
* . : £ 


The firſt Bill paſſed, but abſurdly mutilated ; and the little 
that remained of it was rendered uſeleſs by a ſtill more abſurd ſup- 


preſſion of the ſecond Bill, as an export. trade cannot ſubſiſt where 
imports are prohibited.” AE | | 


5 
— * EY 


When Ireland became independent, with an unreſtrained free- 
dom of trade to all countries except Great Britain, I wiſhed her 
friendſhip ſhould be preſerved by opening the Ports of Great Bri- 
tain,upon the ſame terms that open thoſe of Ireland to Her, -con- | 
iel as I then was and ſtill am that the comparative magnitude 
of Britiſh Capitals, lowneſs of intereſt and ſuperiority of ſkill, 
with all their neceſſary conſequences,” would, under an equality 
of duties, ſecure a continuance of the ſame advantages to Great 
Britain which ſhe before invidiouſly poſſeſſed under an inequality 
which operated as a total Prohibition on her ſide of almoſt all ma- 
nufactures except Linen, while ſhe was treated in Ireland /zte- 
rally, as the moſt favoured Nation in the ſcale of duties. 


IJ am aware of the objection, that when Ireland becomes rich, 
thoſe advantages will leſſen with her increaſe and at length totally 
ceaſe, But wealth, earned and employed in trade, will ever in a 
progreſſive ſtate maintain at leaſt the ſuperiority it had gained: 
improvements of old. manufactures. and diſcoveries of new will 
more frequently appear, as they now do at Mancheſter, Birmingham, 
&c. &c. and Dublin growing richer in her progreſſive ſtate, but 
advancing by flower paces, will become a better cuſtomer than 
poor Dublin ever was. | 


But, be this as it may, independent Ireland will never be ſatiſ- 
fied under the preſent inequality of duties. It is a badge of ſlavery 
which ſhe never will patiently bear, and the Britiſh Parliament 
alone has the means of removing it, by lowering the duties there 
to the Iriſh ſtandard. The attempt now meditating in Ireland to 
increaſe them there in the article of woollens, ſupported by the 
moſt falſe aſſertions and moſt abſurd arguments, would, if it could 
ſucceed, certainly be fatal to Ireland, as it would ſoon be reta- 
liated by England on linens and other articles, while multiplied 
reſtraints would at length end in a total prohibition of trade in 
both countries, ſuch ag is; only known in a ſtate of war; yet 
England even now is the beſt cuſtomer Ireland has, giving a 


ene, ty longer 
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e e 
longer credit than any other countty can for what ſhe ſends, and 


einen 


liſned; and willing to give them all the merit if they were ap 
proved. In this ine | ' 
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ABO YEN ( 
„ Nornixc but protecting duties, heavier upon Mer n- 
ä diſe imported from Great Britain than upon Iriſh Merchandiſe 
imported there, will ſatisfy Ireland.” "ry 

1 b er 2 


a 


7 5 TED | : 
N HILE a ſyſtem of duties ſeemed to be thus inſiſted upon 
by Ireland, not equalized by the value of ſimilar aaticles in com- 
merce, as is the univerſal rule of Tariffs between all Independent 
States: while in that ſyſtem allowances were claimed for the infe- 
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rior abilities of Ireland to ſupply Great Britain to purchaſe from 
Her the fame articles at the fame rates, impoſſible to be propor- 
tioned ſo as to form a fair ftandard of Trade; and while theſe 
arbitrary conditions were to be impoſed by threats and violence 
proceeding to avert acts of cruel Barbatiſm, no friend of both 
countries would inſult Great Britain by offering propoſitions to 
her Parliament, which if accepted there, would be reprabatsd and 
Fpurned by the Iriſh Parliament, the whole Nation applauding 
their conduct, | PS Ta en „„ 


Thus circumſtanced I retire in deſpair, and if the Miniſters of 
Great Britain had then introduced any accommodating propoſiti- 
ons here, in the firſt inſtance, they, inſtead of aſſerting the dignity 
of their country by inſiſting upon that precedence, would have 
"tarniſhed and debaſed it: "Thoſe who are in the wrong ſhould firſt 

make conceſſions; or if, as happily was the fact in Ireland, fac- 
tion, ignorance and frenzy, did not ſpeak the ſentiments of the 
people, it behoved the honour and fidelity of their repreſentatives 

to declare the difference, by offering a plan to the ſiſter Kingdom 
1 and only ſupported by Equality, Juſtice and mutual 


But if, having thus acted, the Britiſh Parliament ſhould again 
be influenced, as it was in the two Bills already mentioned, by 
the miſtaken intereſt of narrow-minded men againſt one common 
univerſal intereſt the Iriſh; Partiament, though without a profpect 
of Ireland ever becoming the Emporium of trade, as was hyper- 
bolically expreſſed in a late debate, would be the unrivall'd poſ- 
ſeſſor of firmneſs, liberality, reaſon and juſtice. | ö 


% 


Filius argentum eft auro, wirtutibus aurum. 
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That an oppoſition here to the Reſolutions of the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment proceeds from falſe conceptions, we {hall now endeavour to 
prove by ſtating thoſe objections which have reached auriknow- 
ledge 3 and giving the anſwers which have occurred to us. 


OsBJecrion I. If Ircland be permitted to export Sugars to 
Great Britain, ſhe will ſmuggle in fr that purpoſe Foreign Sugars 
purchaſed at a. lower price; and by theſe means underſel Briciſh 
Sugars at their own home market. 5 ER 


AxswWER. The Revenue of Ireland would then ſuffer doubly. 
Firſt, by being defrauded of the duty payable upon imported 
Muſcavado Sugars, and again by paying upon their exportation 
mY 2 5 þ 5 1 f 6 p - . : 3 | | a draw- 
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able amount, although the Britiſn Poxts were, 
ſhut to Iriſh exportation. 


as they ſtill are, 

Os jecr ton II. French, Dutch, Daniſh, Sec. Sugars, will 
be entered as our Plantation Sugars, and, though they pay the 
fame duties, they wilt be bought cheaper, and ſo circumſtanced 


will be exported to Britain entitled to a drawback there of the 
duties paid, or to a premium, as the Caſe ſhall happen upon re-ex» - 


| portation. 


Axswzx. The Iriſh Revenue will be ng gainer by this rag. 


he, and therefore the Government will have no intereſt in conniv- 
ing at it. Nor is the difference of price ſuch as to tempt the frau- 


” 


dulent Merchant to encounter the riſk of being diſcovered. 


1 Osircrion III. Iriſh Merchants would be the ſole importers 
of Sugars into Ireland directly from the Britiſh Plancations.. + 


Answer. This objection is the reverſe of the foregoing, but 
the ſecond anſwer is applicable to it: The lriſh are at liberty. now 
to import Sugars directly, to the full amount of Iriſh conſumption, 
yet ſmall have been the quantities ſo imported, ſince the freedom 
of a direct importation has been allowed to Ireland 


* 


Osiscrier IV. Britiſh Merchants will tranſport themſelves 


and their capitals into Ireland. 


AxswEA. Why 1s not this ſuppoſition verified by ſome in- 

ſtances, now to be produced? They certainly will not ſend their 
capitals, and ſtay themſelves behind, truſting to the management 
of others. But inconvenient and diſagreeable as this removal 


would be to themſelves and their families, they would find it more 


difficult to procure ſugar-bakers to remove, and-perſuade all the 
ſubordinate manufactures to accompany them. Yet ſhould this be 
effected, they cannot tranſport their ſugar-houſes, nor the mate- 


rials of which they are built. They mult be ſold here at the price 


of rubbiſh ; for the buildings cannot be converted to new uſes; 


| and 
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35 CTT 
and the fame. is true of the utenſils, All theſe muſt again be pro- 
vided in Ireland, when the adventurers arrive there, where it 
will be found, that coals, and many other articles neceſſary to 
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the refining of Sugars, are dearer than in England. 


Ld 


Ine prone; bw 


- But theſe are far from being all the diſadvantages to be encoun- 
tered in Ireland: a credit of three years, uſually given to the 
- planter by the merchant his creditor, muſt ſtill be continued, 
while the ſugar-baker and refiner will require from the merchant 
a longer reſpite of payment than is allowed in England, where 
the ſhop-keeper, their cuſtomer, is ſooner and more punctuall y 
paid. by the cuſtomer. - Quick returns of ſmall profits, the life of 
trade, are only to be found in wealthy countries; and men fo 
' enriched,” will hardly emigrate into poor countries, to meet with 
delay and diſappointments, not to be compenſated by cheapneſs 
of manual labour, or commodiouſneſs of ſituation, b 
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But though mere manual labour, ſych as is employed in delv- 
ing and ditching, which require no ſkill, may be hired cheaper 
from a wretch' in poverty and rags, it is much dearer and leſs 
. valuable in every work of art, ſhortened in numberleſs inſtances 
= by engines enabling one man to do more than many. A few years 
ſince, there was not a ſingle crane. on the Quay of Cork. 


* 
LI 


Were 


/ Ape | | 
| The hiſtory of commerce rarely produces an inſtance of a 
| wealthy trader going into a poor country to increaſe his wealth: 
1 but if cheapneſs of manual labour neceffarily invited large capi- 
| *rals, no poor country would long continue poor; nor indeed any 
rich country long continue rich, mutually changing and re-chang- 
ing conditions, as the price of ſuch labour ſunk or roſe. But 
though poverty emigrates, or ſtarves, wealth remains fixt to that 
| ſoil where it grew; and flouriſhes in proportion as it ſpreads its 
roots deeper and wider there. Tranſplant an oak and it pe- 
| riſhes *. | | = 


What has been ſaid of cheap labour, is equally true of com- 
modious ſituation. The richeſt mercantile towns in England 
have the worſt harbours: Milford ſcarcely contains a veſſel in its 
excellent ha ven, except paſſing to or from tome other port, while 


8 


. 


1 * England underſells Ireland at her own Markets with Cloth made of Iriſh 
', DR Woollen Yarn, for which a duty is paid in Ircland upon <xportation ; and 
£ the difference of price is greater in proportion to the fincneſs ot the Fabrick. 
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the dry mud of Briſtol is crouded with ſhips detaĩned there by 
many contrary winds, and expoſed to fire from the houſes: but a 
few yards diſtant, after having made their way through a moſt 
perilous channel to the merchants's warehouſes... Were thoſe 
merchants aſked, why they do not remove to Milford Haven? 
and were the ſame queſtion propoſed to ſugar-bakers, glaſs-men, 

copper manufacturers, &. &c. &c. their anſwer would be, a 
ſmile of contempt. Vet predictions much more impoſſible of 
emigrations to Dublin, Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, are 
gravely made, and anxiouſly liſtened to. 


But if all we have ſaid were falſe, and Cork were to rival 
Briſtol, while London would be rivalled b y Dublin in Weſt Indian 
1mports, though the Britiſh merchant would then have a juſt 
cauſe for ſorrow and oppoſition, the Weſt India planters ſhould 
rejoice in a view of two markets inſtead of being confined to 
one. | F | 


This leads us to another objecdion. 


: 
108 


Ozjzcrion V. The Planter indebted to his factor in Bri 
tain, as moſt Planters confeſſedly are, would change hands and 
defraud his creditor by conſignments into Ireland. 


ANswER. This expedient though troubleſome and expenſive 
to the Creditor, would not leave him without a remedy, as the 
Planter's property in the Weſt Indies would be ſubje& to his de- 


mand. It is reported that one or two attempts of this nature were 
made in England, but defeated. | | 


Nor has it, 1 believe, been Baud that ſuch baſe policy was, 
in any inſtance, practiſed in ſupplying the conſumption of Ireland 
ever ſince a direct importation has been allowed there. | 


The planters therefore need not be ſolicitous to refute. ſo un- 
deſerved a calumny, by uniting with the Britiſh Merchants. Nor 
is ſuch ſolicitude the real cauſe of an union clearly accounted for 
without admitting an infamous imputation upon any number of 
worthy, but generous men: moſt Planters are indebted to their 


Factors, and by conſequence are under their power and infiu- 


There are however. many planters in opulent circumſtances, - 
free from all reſtraint, who, though the advertiſing merchants 
would blend- them in one general deſcription, will, no doubt, 
+ diſtinguiſh, themſelves - from their enthralled bre- 
8. . Encoder & 2 8130 
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But, if what we have advanced upon this ſubject be well 


founded, the merchant requires no ſacrifice from the planters of 
their intereſt to his; his fears are as vain as thoſe of a North 
Britiſh member of Parliament were, when he foretold in a ſpeech 
againſt the importation of Iriſh live cattle into Britain, that, if 
it was permitted, an Ox would be as rate an animal in our fields 


as a Lien. 


' OnJecrion VI. When the ports of Great Britain ſhall be 
always open to the importation of grain and flour from Ireland, 
let the price be ever ſo low; immenſe quantities will be poured 


in from thence, detrimental to the Britiſh landlord and tenant. 


ARSswWw RR. The dry climate of South Britain is univerſally | 


more favourable to harveſts, than that of rainy Ireland, and the 
ſame is true of moſt parts of North Britain, Potatoes are there- 


fore the general food of Ireland. Yet a great proportion of the 
comparatively ſmall quantity of grain and flour, conſumed there, 


was ſuppited by England, until a bounty was granted in Ireland 
upon exportation; and we believe that the balance, though not 
ſo great, is ſtill in favour of England. 


Should there be, in an unuſual change of ſeaſons, a ſcarcity 
here when there is an abundance in Ireland, a ſupply from thence 
will be more to our advantage, than from any other country, 


and Iriſh cheapneſs will then be a common bleſſing to the ſiſter 
kingdoms, | | 


But ſhould there be a ſuperfluity in both, Britain will preferably 
conſume her own grain and flour free from freight and hazard, 
which ſhe muſt pay for; nor will Ireland ſend her produce to an 
over-ſtocked market, while the World is open to her. | 


It is true that Scotland, in particular, is ſupplied with Iriſh 
oats and meal, in great quantities for her own conſumption. But 
it is alſo true that Scotch Merchants, and others in parts of South 
Britain, purchaſe more than is wanted for that purpoſe, imme- 


diately after harveſt, when the miſerable Iriſh tenant is obliged 


to threſh out his corn, for payment of rent in November to a 
diſtreſſed and relentleſs landlord. From hence it often happens 


that Iriſh corn is exported at a much lower price, ſometimes ' 
ſcarcely exceeding one half of what it afterwards bears, when 


brought back to drained and ſtarving Ireland. 


But admitting that North Britain, 'chiefly concerned in this 
queſtion, ſhould ſometimes ſu abound with oats of her own 
| | | growth, 
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growth, as to render a prohibition of importation advanitageous, 
which ſeldom happens even for a ſhort time, ſhe will at all other 
times be a gainer, by cheapneſs in Ireland. | 2 


Having vindicated, we hope, ſufficiently the Reſolutions of 
the Iriſh Parliament, we ſhall now take notice of an vbjedigr 
made by ſome of its members te the 10th Article, charged with 
granting a fribute annually payable to Britain, as if a ſmall con- 
tribution to the ſupport of a Maritime Force, neceſſary to the 
common protection of both countries, deſerved a degrading ap- 
pellation; more eſpecially as the application of that ſupply to 
any ſpecifick naval ſervice, is to be ſolely directed by the -Iriſh 
Parliament, althou zh it is to ariſe out of an hereditary revenue, 
ſettled more than a century paſt by an Iriſh Parliament upon the 
King of England and Ireland. | 


The eventual ſupply, for ſuch it only is, now to be granted, 
will depend for its exiſtence and quantity upon an increaſe of 
Iriſh trade, neceſſarily requiring a larger eſtabliſhment of force 
and expence. If there be no increaſe, there will be no ſupply, and 
if there be an increaſe, the ſupply will riſe only in proportion 
to it. 


When aſſiſtance has been purchaſed by Great Britain, as it has 
been almoſt in every war, from allies unconnected with her by 
any common intereſt, and without any of the qualifying circum- 
ſtances, which attend what thoſe, whom we have alluded to, 
call a tribute, however thoſe ſubſidiſed powers may have been 
blamed for ſubmitting to ſuch terms, Great Britain has been often 
ſerved but never diſhonoured by becoming thus tributary to many 
a petty Prince. Vet in this ſenſe only would Ireland be tribu- 
tary to Great Britain, for her aſſiſtance by paying an annual ſum, 
more properly termed a ſubſidy, than a tribute. 


Should the adjuſtment now propoſed by the Parliament of 
Ireland be rejected here, God grant that without any degree of 
| eee exceeding what is derived from experience and a flight 

knowledge of Hiſtory, we ſhall not be better warranted than the 
abovementioned North Britiſh Member was in his prediction, 


when we foretel that the King of Great Britain and Ireland, | 


while he retains both characters, giving his aſſent to the bills of 
each Parliament, will not be able to exerciſe that function of 


Royal legiſlative power conſiſtently with the duty of a common 
Father to all his ſubjects. Ed 
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at all, none who joined in their. ſupport upon the pri dio AS 

n r the principle that 
B , p a 2 P. P — a pl. of * 

Great Britain and Ireland ſhould retain all their reſpective natu- 


ral or acquired advantages, but ſubject to the ſame duties upon 


importation and upon exportation'to Foreign Markets; will 05. 
Poſe affurther enlargement of the trade of Ireland grounded upo 


f Cee Principles, certain as it is that the acquired advantages 
of Great Britai rably ext Ana oth. Ks 
Treat. n incomparably exceed the Tupenorty of thoſe 


1 
184 
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natural to Ireland. Nay we are far from conce 


by Providence without Labour and Induſtry. 
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1 2 3 ets a ng any ſupe- * 1 
Tlority to Ireland in the ſum total of gifts gratuitouſſy : bee 1 


. We ſball therefore conelude hy hoping that whatever oppoſi- _ | 
tion . conſiſtently gien by thoſe who. either ,yoted againſt 
the two bills F ke=s 5 e 
the two bills mentioned in the foregoing abſtraQ, or did net vote 
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